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               Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has awarded a Rural Development                grant totaling $208,288 to the Hampshire Educational Collaborative                (HEC). The funding will be used to implement a distance learning                project called the Western Massachusetts Rural Utilities Network                of Schools (RUNS). Olver lobbied U.S.D.A. in support of the HEC                application.

               "Rural communities face unique challenges when it comes to                accessing educational resources. We need to ensure that all of our                young people are prepared to enter an information and technology-based                economy upon graduation," Olver said.

               The four school districts involved in the project are Erving School                Union 28, Gateway Regional, Hatfield and Hampshire Regional. The                project will help the geographically isolated schools to provide                varied educational opportunities for students and access to professional                development for school personnel. HEC is a public nonprofit multi-service                educational agency representing and servicing all school districts                in Hampshire, Hampden, Franklin and Berkshire Counties. 

               "Distance learning has tremendous potential for rural areas,                and I want to commend HEC for their efforts to make these services                available to our rural schools," Olver added.

               Some of the resources that will be available online include foreign                language courses for elementary students, a wider choice of advanced                placement courses for high school students, and classroom video                conferencing equipment. 

               For more information about the RUNS project, contact Margaret Collins,                Director of Development at HEC, at (413) 586-4900, extension 110.
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